
 

Kilauea Volcano is presently the most active volcano on Earth. Kilauea is a shield volcano that rises 4,091 

feet above sea level. Shield volcanoes have a gradual slope to the top where lava spews forth and 

spreads outwards. Many volcano viewers are surprised when a car can take them to the site of the lava 

flow. This is in contrast to the typical vision of a cinder cone volcano, one that is tall and steep and 

erupts with huge force throw debris and filling the sky with ash. It is on Hawaii Island, Hawaii, adjacent 

to Mauna Loa Volcano. 

The Kilauea Visitor’s Center is presently the most highly traveled visitor center attraction in Hawaii. The 

center is used as a starting point by 2.6 million people per year who visit the volcano. (1) 

The current Kilauea eruption began on January 3, 1983, along the East rift zone from the Puʻu ʻŌʻō vent 

and also the Kūpaʻianahā vent, and continues to produce lava flows that travel 11 to 12 km from these 

vents through tube networks that discharge into the sea to two sites, Wahaula and Kamokuna. 

Since 1983 more than 2.7 km³ of lava has been erupted, making the 1983-to-present eruption the 

largest historically known for Kilauea. 189 structures have been destroyed. In the early to middle 1980s 

Kilauea was known as "The Drive-By Volcano" because anyone could ride by and see the lava fountains 

— some as much as 1,000 feet in the air — from their car. 

And that is exactly what you will be doing for this week’s $100 burger flight! Get strapped up like its 

1983 and choose your aircraft. Hawaii has a vast mix of diverse geology, so you’re going to have to pick 

an aircraft with some horsepower, as you will be flying to Makalawena Beach after your excursion to 

Kilauea. There you will have to power between Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa volcanoes, requiring a 

cruising altitude of 10,000+ feet!  

http://kilauealavaflowmount.wordpress.com/2008/03/17/hello-world/


Once you make it, land at PHKO, Kona International at Keahole. And enjoy the nearby restaurants and 

Makalawena Beach. 

 

 

 



The Plan: 

¶ VERY IMPORTANT! Set your date on FS2004 or FSX to the year 1983, You can keep the 

month/date as is. This will ensure that the volcano is actually erupting in FS9 or FSX! No add-ons 

required! 

¶ VERY IMPORTANT! Set your time to “Dusk” or “Night”. Whichever you prefer (I would 

recommend late dusk). 

¶ Set your weather to Real World weather. 

¶ You will need an aircraft with some power – You will need to climb to at least 10,000 feet after 

reaching the volcano. 

¶ Take off from PHTO – Hilo Intl.  

¶ Fly heading 203 for 21nm, while climbing to 5,000 feet. 

¶ Once at the volcano, we’re heading to PHKO – Kona Intl at Keahole, you will be flying through 

the valley of Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa -Or you can fly around Mauna Loa, depending on your 

preference. 

¶ At this point you must navigate yourself, be careful of several things: 

o Your altitude and your aircraft’s clime rate. 

o The altitude required for the route through the volcanoes you choose. 

o There is a large area of restricted airspace due to an Air force Base between the valleys. 

If you can plan with plenty of space away from it, plan to go through the valley. If not, 

plan to go around Mauna Loa. 

o Use services like SkyVector.com to assist you in planning. 

¶ Arrive at PHKO, and enjoy your burger and beach! 

Attached – A potential ‘rough draft’ for a route. 

Attached – A screenshot of the erupting volcano from FSX. 



 



 


