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THE BACKSTORY  

Youôve been working extremely hard for the last six months, so when the opportunity to enjoy a late 

summer Roman holiday presented itself, you jumped at the chance.  Rome is a glorious capital city, offering a 

nearly endless stream of sights, sounds, tastes, and adventures.  You stared in awe at the Colosseum, felt your 

spirit soar in the Sistine Chapel, and discovered you like coda alla vaccinara (oxtail braised in herbs, tomato, 

and celery).  And you will never forget that delightful afternoon in the company of the young woman on the 

Vespa! 

 

           

 

But as they say, when in Rome, do as the Romans do.  Romans love to travel, so you decide to expand 

your horizons and venture north.  With four days remaining, you want to explore Florence and the Tuscan 

countryside.  At 9:30 a.m. you board the EuroStar Italia #9432 train at Roma Termini for the 1 hour 39 minute 

nonstop journey to Firenze S.M.N.  As you make your way through central Italy, a whole new set of delights 

await you. 

 

The art, history, and scenery of Florence and Tuscany certainly do not disappoint.  The Duomo of the 

Cathedral of Santa Maria dei Fiori and the Leaning Tower of Pisa are architectural marvels. The sculptures and 

paintings to be discovered are equally astounding.  Giambolognaôs The Rape of the Sabine Women in the 

Piazza della Signoria, Michelangeloôs David in the Galleria dellô Accademia, and the treasures of the Uffizi 

museum all vie for your attention.  And Tuscanyôs olive oil is world-renowned; after one taste, you purchase 

several bottles to take home. 



             
 

           

 

 Yet even as you relish in the wonders of Tuscany, a sirenôs song from northern Italy grows ever louder 

in your ears.  Venice, the ancient city of canals, beckons you to visit her and to bask in her beauty.  But there is 

no time!  Tomorrow is your last full day in Florence.  The day after that you take the 8:49 a.m. train to Rome 

and then must go to the airport in the afternoon, forced to return to the ñreal world.ò  Only 125 miles to the 

north-northeast, Venice seems simultaneously just in view and yet just out of reach. 

 

 Suddenly, the answer is obvious.  One of the reasons you had been so busy for the past half year was the 

time you spent earning a multi-engine rating, plus the many flight hours you subsequently logged in a Piper 

Cheyenne refining your skills.  A speedy twin can transport you from Florence to Laguna Veneta in under an 

hour.  This gives you plenty of time to enjoy the views of northern Italy from above, explore the canals and 

landmarks of Venice by air or water, and then when your appetite peaks, to enjoy a $100 hamburger ï Italian 

style! 

 

Nota Bene: Please forward comments and suggestions to danton@fsbreak.net. Also, posts describing your experience and 

screenshots of your journey are always welcomed at http://www.fszone.org/forums/forum/71-fsbreak-discussion-forum/. 

And check out our newly redesigned website at www.fsbreak.com for the latest podcast and more! 

mailto:danton@fsbreak.net
http://www.fszone.org/forums/forum/71-fsbreak-discussion-forum/
http://www.fsbreak.com/


THE FLIGHT PLAN  

Aircraft 

A wide range of aircraft could be used for this trip, but with the two legs averaging 130 nm each, a speedy 

single- or twin-engine is recommended.  The author has been flying the Digital Aviation Piper Cheyenne X 

recently, so that is what he used.  Several of the stock MSFS models or one of the freeware or payware addons 

listed in the Resources section would also be suitable.  Please keep in mind, however, that jets and planes 

generally flown by two pilots are not in keeping with the traditional spirit of the $100 Hamburger flights. 

 

Navigation 

This is a true ñcross-countryò journey for a GA aircraft and, as the first international $100 Hamburger, involves 

flying over territory which may be unfamiliar to many pilots.  When you factor in FSX and FS2004ôs 

unfortunate tendencies to portray much of the Emilia-Romagna plains rather monotonously, use of proper 

navigational aids is a virtual necessity.  Please avoid the temptation to rely upon GPS.  Instead, practice using 

the VOR (VHF Omni-directional radio range) and NDB (Non-directional beacon) stations along the route to 

find your way.  (Make sure your aircraft has the proper receivers!)  All the information you need is summarized 

below.  If your mood is more daring or you are familiar with flying in Italy, the same information can be used 

for dead reckoning (navigation by speed, time, distance, and heading).  For an even richer experience, log on to 

VATSIM, file a flight plan, and utilize the excellent services of the VATITA air traffic controllers. 

 

Weather 

Real world weather is generally recommended, but keep in mind that this is meant to be a VFR flight and you 

will want to enjoy the scenery both en route and around Venice.  If Mother Nature does not cooperate, adjust 

the weather settings appropriately.  The author set the time and date for 10:50 a.m. on September 9, 2009, 

outbound and 4:15 p.m. the same day for the return. 

 

Florence to Venice 

Depart Florence Amerigo Vespucci Airport (LIRQ) on Runway 05 

Fly 3 nm @ 142° to Arno River [You should be able to clearly see the Duomo as you near the river.] 

Fly 55 nm @ 60° to Cervia (CER) VOR 113.60 

Fly 52 nm @ 354° to Chioggia (CHI) VOR 114.10 

Fly 23 nm @ 357° to Venice (VEN) NDB 379.0 

Fly 4 nm @ 40° to land on Runway 04R at Venice Marco Polo Airport (LIPZ) VOR 115.30 

Å Total Distance: 137 nm 

 

Venice to Florence 

Depart Venice Marco Polo Airport (LIPZ) on Runway 04R 

Fly 51 nm @ 214° to Ferrara (FER) NDB 427.0 

Fly 22 nm @ 218° to Bologna (BOA) VOR 112.20 

Fly 33 nm @ 200° to Florence (FRZ) VOR 115.20 

Fly 16 nm @144° to land on Runway 05 at Amerigo Vespucci Airport (LIRQ) VOR 112.50 

Å Total Distance: 122 nm 

 



Charts 

Outbound Route: 

 


